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From Ireland of the 
1970’s to Ireland in 2023

o Joined EEC in 1973

o 1980’s: Unemployment and emigration

o From net emigration to immigration in mid 
1990’s

o Good Friday Agreement, 1998

o International Protection and Direct Provision, 
2000

o Establishment of a Ministry for Integration in 
2007

o EU Enlargement, freedom of movement -
increases in immigration 2004 to 2008

o Temporary Protection Directive (Ukraine), 2022

SOURCE: CSO, POPULATION 
AND MIGRATION ESTIMATES



Identity

Socially constructed

“Where are you from, originally?”

“There are some people who have borrowed accents
From almost every single continent
Trying to fill in the blanks”

Denise Chaila “Dual Citizenship”



A Look at One Local Integration Strategy …

o 5 priority integration themes:

o Language, Education and Employment

o Information and Communication

o Access to Public Services

o Cultural Awareness and Anti-Racism

o Active Community Participation



New Cultures, New Spaces (1)

“… a rapidly changing population
structure, against which the mapping
of a communal Irishness onto existing
categories such as ‘traditional music’
becomes increasingly difficult” (Blake,
2016)



New Cultures, New Spaces (2)

“Gaelic games … reflect the
distinctiveness of Irish cultural and
social life … at times, played a more
overt political role in resistance to
imperialism” (Liston & Maguire, 2022)



The Role of Civil  Society

Helping government find solutions 
and holding them accountable

Supporting Active Citizenship



Final Thought on Societal Institutions

Navigating culture and structure – different places, different dreams

“Addis, the taxi man from Ethiopia, was driving us to the
White House. When we were outside the East Wing he
said: “You know my friends some day my son can be
President of America”. So how about the Irish Dream?

We must redefine Irishness to include all of the boys and
girls who come here for support, our love and their
chance of a better life.

And maybe the day is not far off when a young African-
Irish boy will take the Sam* from the president of the
GAA and really live the Irish Dream”

* The Sam Maguire cup is award given to the All Ireland champions in the 
dominant sport of Gaelic Football. The body overseeing the sport is the 
Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA)



Thank You
Go Raibh
Maith Agat
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