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Singapore: an Introduction
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Singapore is a city-state located on 
southern tip of Malay Peninsula, 
Southeast Asia

Multi-racial, multi-religious society

Source:  www.singstat.gov.sg 

Source:  www.mapsofworld.com  
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Singapore’s 
current Societal 
Views



Singapore’s 
current Societal 
Views
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Total Defence (TD) 

TD is our whole-of-society 
response. Every 
Singaporean has a part to 
play, both as individuals 
and as a collective. 

Today
What individuals and 

communities can do for the 
collective defence of 

Singapore

1984 – 1990s
Support for national 

conscription
Everyone has a part to play

Post 9-11
Framework to deal with 

non-conventional threats 
/ crises such as Terrorism,

SARS and Haze

../../../Videos/Highlights from Teck Ghee Emergency Preparedness Day 2017.mp4


Total Defence (TD) 

TD is our whole-of-society response. Every Singaporean 
has a part to play, both as individuals and as a collective. 

A robust, 
resilient and 

globally 
competitive 
economy. 

A cohesive and 
caring society, 

with strong bonds 
uniting diverse 

groups who live in 
harmony with one 

another. 

A digitally-
prepared 

population 
that is 

discerning and 
responsible 

online.

The collective 
will to act,

the resolve to 
defend our way of 
life and national 
interests, and 

the fighting spirit 
to overcome 
challenges 
together.

A strong and 
credible defence 

force of 
committed 

Regulars and 
national 

servicemen, and 
supported by the 

entire nation. 

A vigilant and 
prepared 

society, with 
a crisis-ready 

mindset.



National Education is important too. It helps Singaporeans 
understand our realities, reinforces our hope in the future 
as well as strengthen our sense of belonging and the will to 
defend Singapore.

We cannot offer our next 
generation any fixed 
formula for success … but 
we must equip them with 
the basic attitudes, values 
and instincts which make 
them Singaporeans.”

- Then-DPM Lee Hsien Loong, 1997

“

National Education



A platform for ground-up ideas

Leveraging Our Defence Museums

Navy
Museum

Singapore Discovery 
CentreNS Gallery

Resonant Messaging Call to Action Partnerships



Re-imagining our museums as strategic levers of 
engagement

Total Defence Sandbox

4 Projects
ImplementedTD Sandbox

Resonant Messaging Call to Action Partnerships

Launched in 
2022 to 
encourage 
ground-up 
initiatives 
by youths.

Close to 80 
proposals 
received



The Advisory Council on Community Relations in Defence (ACCORD) is a channel for the 
community to provide feedback and lead initiatives on issues concerning Singapore’s 
defence.

ACCORD

Resonant Messaging Call to Action Partnerships

Focuses on engaging the 
community, including 

women, on NS and defence
issues.

Serves as a forum to 
strengthen collaboration 
between the business 

community and the SAF.

Focus on engaging 
students, parents, and 
educators on NS and 

defence issues. 



Key Initiatives

ACCORD

Women’s Boot 
Camp

Engaging 
Undergraduates

Recognising 
Employers

Working with local 
universities to weave 
National Education 
into the syllabus

Providing women 
with a glimpse of 
National Service

Recognising employers for 
their support for National 

Service



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
EFFORTS



Annual digital animation and storyboard 
competition for students and youth.

N.E.mation

MakciksStay
Informed

We’re Still 
Standing

Everyone 
Plays a Part



Encouraging Singaporeans to express and embrace 
our Singaporean identity through film.

ciNE65

When the Power Goes Out

Kejar

Rai, a migrant 
worker during the 
COVID pandemic 
struggles to put up a 
front for his family 
back in India.

Zul, a delivery rider 
during the COVID 
pandemic trying to 
earn money for his 
sick mother.

It Might Be Us Soon

Kindness Express

A woman in her mid-
twenties is forced to 
take care of her 
grandfather during a 
power outage.

A taxi driver goes 
through his shift as 
he meets passengers 
from all walks of life.



A Total Defence card game to help youths develop 
a deeper understanding of Total Defence

Guardians of the City Card Game

Learning
Objectives

o Develop a deeper appreciation of 
TD and its relevance in today’s 
context

o Understand the complexity of 
threats faced by Singapore and 
the need for trade-offs

o How to put TD into through 
simple but concrete steps



Tapping on contemporaneous issues to highlight 
the relevance of Total Defence 

Putting Out Effective Messaging



THANK YOU!
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