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Long-run income 
inequality in Poland 

Short history of income 

inequality in Poland:

o high before WW I

o declined after WW I and 

increased in the interwar 

period

o decline after WW II and 

transition to socialism

o rapid increase after economic 

transition in 1989

Source: Bukowski & Novokmet (2021)
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Wealth inequality

o Wealth inequality metrics calculated 

based on survey data are severely 

underestimated in CEE.

o This underestimation is bigger than in 

Western Europe.

o In 2014, wealth inequality in CEE was 

similar to Western Europe.

Source: Brzeziński et al. (2020)
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Recent dynamics of 
income inequality in 
Poland

o Estimates based on survey 

data show:

o decline in income inequality 

in the years 2013 – 2019 

o increase in the income 

inequality since 2020.

o Wealth inequality probably 

increased. 
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Economic 
inequality and 
public policy 

Pros: 

COVID income-support schemes, energy subsidies, 

anti-inflation shields were progressive.

Family 500+ was progressive

Slightly progressive changes in income taxation.

Cons:

Low intergenerational mobility, inheritance tax 

virtually non-existent

Stagnant level of an extreme poverty 

Increasing importance of private education

Accumulation of housing assets by the wealthy (?)

Increasing correlation between income, and wealth
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Challenges for 
the next few 
years 

Economic inequality, and poverty were 

not important in recent elections

o Difficult situation of public finance 

increases pressure to remove 

inflation/energy subsidies. This will 

hit the poorest the most. 

o Rapid increase in the immigration 

and its impact on economic 

inequality and equality of 

opportunity.
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